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treasures of the snow?” (Job 38:22) 
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Prayer Can Save America 


By GEORGE T. B. DAVIS 


Executive Secretary, 
Million Testaments Campaigns 


UR President has publicly warned 
us again and again that we are in 
danger of destruction at the hands of a 
powerful enemy. He has suggested var- 
ious policies for resisting this enemy, 
such as firmness, flexibility, and other 
things. But as far as I have read or 
heard, he has not mentioned the root 
cause of our peril. Probably it is be- 
cause he does not know what the root 
cause of our trouble really is. 

The real cause of our present precar- 
ious and dangerous position is that the 
people of our beloved land have de- 
parted from God. We are worshiping 
the idols of gold, greed, soft living, and 
the pleasures of this world that lead 
only to destruction. The amazing thing 
is that God has borne with our mul- 
tiplied sins as long as He has. He has 
dealt with us in loving-kindness and 
mercy, both as a nation and individu- 
ally. But this loving-kindness to un- 
repentant sinners has a limit, as is 
declared again and again in the Bible. 
Finally, judgment follows. 

It is little wonder that our nation has 
forgotten God. Millions of the people 
of our land saturate their minds chiefly 
with popular magazines and with un- 
godly television programs. How little 
time they give to reading the Word of 
God! Let us remember what Daniel 
Webster declared: “If we abide by the 
principles taught in the Bible, our coun- 
try will go on prospering and to prosper; 
but if we and our posterity neglect its 
instruction and authority, no man can 
tell how sudden a catastrophe may over- 
come us, and bury all our glory in 
profound obscurity.” 

When Ulysses S. Grant was President, 
he was asked by Henry Clay Trumbull, 
Editor of THE Sunpay Scuoot Times, for 
a message to the youth of our land. In 
reply, President Grant wrote a personal 
message: “Hold fast to the Bible as a 
sheet anchor of your liberties; write its 
precepts in your hearts, and practice 
them in your lives. To the influence of 
this Book are we indebted for all the 
progress made in true civilization, and 
to this we must look as our guide in the 
future. ‘Righteousness exalteth a na- 
tion, but sin is a reproach to any peo- 
ple.’” 

What is the one thing that will save 
our country from disaster in this hour of 
deadly peril? It is earnest supplication 
to Almighty God with wholehearted 
repentance. When Sennacherib, king of 
Assyria, came to the land of Judah with 
a vast army and threatened to destroy 
Jerusalem, Hezekiah, king of Judah, 
gave himself to earnest intercessory 
prayer. God heard his prayer and an- 
swered it in a most amazing and mirac- 
ulous manner. When it was time for 
Sennacherib’s army to awake in the 
morning, instead of living men, there 
were 185,000 dead bodies! So with shame 
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of face, Sennacherib returned to As- 
syria; there his own son murdered him 
in a heathen temple. 

What was it that gave Hezekiah the 
victory? It was not firmness or flexibil- 
ity. It was implicit faith in God, and 
earnest intercessory prayer. What will 
save our beloved land from destruction 
today? It is repentance toward God for 
our multiplied sins and a mighty vol- 
ume of intercessory prayer on the part 
of believers throughout the land. 

May I make a practical suggestion: 
great numbers of those who read these 
lines should set apart five minutes each 
morning for intercessory prayer for our 
President, for the members of Congress, 
for the Supreme Court, and for other 
leaders, that they may turn to the Lord 
and seek His wisdom and make right 
decisions for the good of our country. 
Let. us also pray for God’s blessing on 
pastors, parents, teachers, and students 
in our schools. 

For several months I have been ob- 
serving these five minutes of prayer 
each morning. As a result, I have re- 
ceived real blessing in my own soul; 
and I trust I have had a little share in 
helping to save our beloved land from 
destruction. 

You could render real service by unit- 
ing your family in prayer for repent- 
ance and revival in our country. You 
can also encourage your pastor to have 
a time of prayer for our country in the 
Sunday morning or evening service. 
Perhaps you could arrange to meet with 
a few friends or neighbors each week to 
pray that our country may return to 
God and not be destroyed. Personal 
and united prayer and repentance will 
do more to save America than all the 
armaments and peace conferences can 
ever accomplish. Therefore, let us set 
ourselves to pray! 
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See the Panama Canal With the 
Christian Fellowship Cruise Party 


LL Americans should see the Pan- 

ama Canal in operation. One of 
the delightful experiences of next 
winter’s Caribbean Cruise is a full day 
spent in the Canal Zone. As soon as 
the Empress of Canada, the latest and 
finest of the Canadian Pacific Com- 
pany’s ships, arrives at Cristobal, the 
party will travel by special train to 
Gatun, to inspect the great Locks. 
Then they will continue across the 
Isthmus as far as Pedro Miguel. At 
Pedro Miguel, transfer is made to pri- 
vate cars for a drive to. the ruins of 
old Panama, sacked by the buccaneer 
Morgan in 1671. Returning to Panama 
City, the historic sites and buildings of 


(Continued on page 1024) 


The Sunday School Gimes 


ESTABLISHED IN 1859 


Chairman of the Board 
and Consulting Editor 
Puiuie E. Howarp, JR. 


President 
C. Stacey Woops 


Secretary-Treasurer 
HERBERT A. FRYLING 


Editor 
JAMES W. REAPSOME 


Managing Editor 
AuaN M. FLETCHER 


Correspondence Editor 
E. May RIcKaArps 


Advertising Manager 
H. TruMBuLL Howarp 








CONTENTS 
Prayer Can Save America. 

By George T. B. Davis...... 1010 
See the Panama Canal ........ 1010 
Editorials: 

Doorway to Discovery ...... 1011 


Tents and Foundations ..... 1011 
The Times News Survey ...... 1012 
Did Christ Bring Peace? 


By Roy L. Aldrich ......... 1013 
Protestant Trends in Switzerland. 
By Homer Payne .......... 1014 


The Miracle of Christmas. 
(Poem.) By Lucy Powel ... 1014 


Teacher, Involve Your Pupil. 
By Gladys M. Hunt ........ 1015 


International Lesson ...... 1016-1021 


Billy’s Good Measure. 
By Sara Shields ........... . 1022 


Scripture Art Calendars for 1962 1023 
The Times Lesson List for 1962 1023 


Young People Today ......... 1023 
Times Book Reviews ....... .. 1024 
For Family Worship ......... 1024 








Subscription Rates (stated in U.S.A. dollars): 


,One % y, or any number of copies less than 


five, 00 each, ~ Tacean, One copy, five 
Fig U.8.A., $1 $4.25 ‘each; 
foreign, $5. 50 each. Bane or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package to 
one address; $3.00 each, per year. 

$3.25 each; foreign, $4. 50 each. Single copies, 
10 cents each. 

The Sunday School Times, 325 North 13th 
Street, P elphia 5, Pa., is an interdenomi- 
national weekly, published on each Saturday 
and printed in the U.S.A 

Copyright, 1961, by ‘The Sunday School 
Times Co. Second- ‘class _p postage F paid at Phila- 
delphia, Pa., and at additional mailing offices. 
Entered as second-class matter at the post 
office, Ottawa, Canada. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








lo 
ju 


by 


in, 


gu 
pr 
to 


wil 
the 
hir 
the 










EDITORIALS__. 


Doorway to Discovery 


HE task of the Sunday school is to help people come 
to grips with the Word of God. The idea of a Sunday 
school lesson implies that there is a certain body of truth 
to be taught by the teacher and learned by the class. Often 
this lesson-class concept has not provided the stimulation 
and interaction that is necessary if truth is to become a 





way of life. 

Our aim is not simply to teach the Bible. We desire to 
see people come to the knowledge of the truth “which is 
after godliness” (Titus 1:1). Our purpose is “that your 
love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all 
judgment; that ye may approve things that are excellent; 


= . . . being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are 
by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God” (Phil. 

1:8-10). 
In this issue of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs we are start- 
0 ing a new lesson feature that we believe will help teachers 
0 and students of the Word of God dig into the text in a 


personal, profitable way. It is called Doorway to Discovery: 
Teaching by Discussion. Two capable and qualified women, 
Miss Catherine Schell and Miss Marilyn Kunz, who have 
been used by God in the establishing of some twenty-five 
2 home Bible study discussion groups in suburban New York 
City, are writing this column for us. 

The purpose of the column is twofold: it will serve as a 
guide for those who want to teach by discussion, and it will 
provide additional insight into the text for those who want 
4 to be better prepared for teaching by the lecture method. 

This new question-and-answer approach to the lesson text 

will encourage the reader to think for himself about what 
the Scripture says, what it means, and how it applies to 
himself. It will give the teacher a new method of imparting 
5 the Word of God to his class. 
l Discussion, in and of itself, will not transform a poor class 
into a good one. It all depends on the leader and on his prep- 
aration. But a good discussion, centered on discovering what 
the text says, can be an effective instrument for changing 
the lives of people. When a decision is arrived at in a 
group discussion, it has great effect on the individual’s sub- 
sequent beliefs and behavior. There is a great degree of 
| involvement in the study, which should result in changed 
ways of responding and thinking. The individual partici- 
pating in the group discussion, as he tries to express a 
belief, will find“himself with a firm grasp on the reality 
of that belief. When he defends his idea, he will sharpen 
and clarify his thinking. The group acts as a stimulator 
and a check on the individual’s own study and interpre- 
tation. 

The Times is adding this new column so that teachers 
will have additional help in their understanding of the Word 
of God and in their teaching of it. The column will 
include hints for teachers and ideas for class preparation. 
Of course, anyone studying the Bible for himself will find 
this penetrating column an invaluable aid. Regardless of 
what method the teacher uses, he ought to be able to think 
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his way through the passage. He should seek by the enabling 
power of the Holy Spirit to present the Word of God inter- 
estingly and effectively, with the confidence that “the 
entrance of thy words giveth light” (Psa. 119:130). Our 
great responsibility is to be in our day what Ezra was in 
his: a man who “had prepared his heart to seek the law of the 
Lord, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and 
judgments” (7:10). This new column is a part of. the 
purpose of the Tumes, to be a magazine for those who love 
to study and teach the Word of God. 


Tents and Foundations 


N A day of split-level houses and electric can openers, 

it is difficult for the Christian to envisage the kind of 
life that Abraham lived. He journeyed like a foreigner 
through a land that had been promised to him, with no 
more home than a tent (Heb. 11:9). 

Is it possible for a Christian to be a tent dweller today? 
Can we survive the temptation to settle down and relax 
amid all the comforts of modern living? What is it that 
keeps a house and possessions from occupying a central 
place in the thinking and desire of a Christian? 

Abraham certainly was not a poor man. He had abun- 
dant wealth (Gen. 13:2). At 75 when he went to Canaan 
(Gen. 12:4), it must have been a great temptation for him 
to build that house he had always wanted for his retirement. 
But for another 100 years (Gen. 25:7) he was a man on 
the move, living in tents in obedience to God, who had 
called him. : 

The Word of God says it was faith that kept him travel- 
ing like a foreigner through the land. Faith in what? 
What more could he have wanted than he already had? 
His eyes were looking for a city with solid foundations; a 
city of which God Himself was the architect and the 
builder. 

Perhaps Christians caught in the quicksand of today’s 
materialistic society have the wrong objective; they are 
looking for foundations in this life, when in reality the 
only solid foundations are those that God is building for 
the believer in eternity. Sometimes the Lord has to deal 
with us to show us that “here have we no continuing city” 
(Heb. 13:14). Abraham had to learn this lesson. When 
he went to live in Egypt and then again at Gerar he got 
into trouble. 

Abraham’s tent life is a picture of how all believers 
should view this world and all its inducements, Everything 
about us seems to demand that we drive our stakes deep 
and dig strong foundations here. But God wants our 
attention and our affection to be centered on that which 
is above, where Christ is. He does not want us to become 
so involved in the process of living that. we forget that 
we are just passing through. Our real home, our real foun- 
dation, is not in some modern subdivision, but in the 
Father’s city above. Abraham continually looked forward 
to that city. Only 4s we do the same, by faith, will we be 
delivered from the peril of a luxury-loving society. The 
Christian’s portion is a tent here, but a foundation over 


there. 
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THE TIMES News Survey 


® Bible Society Cold War Emergency Fund.— 
The 1962 budget of the American Bible Society 
includes a special $400,000 “Cold War Emer- 
gency Fund” that will be used for distribution of 
Scriptures overseas in areas where Christians are 
meeting a Soviet-organized distribution of athe- 
istic literature. “The nations of the world are 
under a heavy barrage of atheistic books and 
pamphlets,” ABS secretaries told their advisory 
council, in seeking approval for the program. 
They pointed out that all over the world people 
are choosing either atheism, materialism, or the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Countries to receive 
Scriptures under the program are Indonesia, 
Brazi!, India, Argentina, Haiti, Puerto Rico, 
Colombia, Mexico, Liberia, Venezuela, Thailand, 
Congo, Uruguay, and Guatemala. 


© Cuban Religious Broadcasts Suspended.—The 
November 18 “News Survey” reported that the 
daily Gospel broadcast “Alas del Alba” was 
continuing over the eleven-station Cuban net- 
work. This program has now been suspended 
by the Cuban government “temporarily,” but 
West Indies Mission officials regard the move as 
permanent. It appears that all religious broad- 
casts were suspended at the same time, although 
one opened later with a different preacher. 


© German Catholics Study Protestantism.—The 
Roman Catholic Church in West Germany re- 
cently dedicated a new building that is to be 
used for an institute to study the work and 
teachings of Protestant denominations. The 
Moehler Institute studies the problems of the 
Reformation and advocates understanding among 
the Christian confessions. It also maintains con- 
tact with Protestant groups and theologians. 


® Chinese Communists Persecute Christians.— 
The Chinese Communists have intensified their 
drive against religion by reducing food rations 
of Christian believers and destroying Buddhist 
temples and images, according to intelligence 
reports received on Formosa. Since the early 
part of Jung, the Communists have cut food ra- 
tions by one-third for those Christians who are 
members of many. denominations in North 
Kiangsu. Red authorities have warned that food 
rations may be further reduced. Furthermore, 
in some communes, Christians engaged in farm 
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projects were ordered to do more work, which 
is resulting in the death of many of them. De- 
spite persecution, however, Christians on the 
China mainland are reported holding their faith. 
When Communist cadres are not around, devout 
Christians working in the fields can be seen 


praying. 


® Schools Told To Play Down Christmas.—Pub- 
lic schools in Hamden, Conn., were ordered by 
the superintendent to “play down” the religious 
aspects of Christmas. The order came as a result 
of a request by the New Haven Community 
Jewish Council. Forbidden were nativity pag- 
eants, religious ceremonies, and holiday deco- 
rations with religious motifs. Christmas carol 
singing at assemblies was permitted. In nearby 
West Haven, a similar request was not acted 
upon by the school board. A spokesman com- 
mented that Christmas would be observed in 
West Haven schools as it had been for the past 
100 years. 


® Congo Bible Sold Out.—The Congo Swahili 


Bible, in its entire edition of 10,000 copies, has | 


been a complete sell-out since Congo’s Inde- 
pendence Day. The long-awaited Bible, the first 
in the Swahili language, arrived in Congo in 
September, 1960, where orders were dispatched 
to outlying areas. The British and Foreign Bible 
Society is preparing a new edition that is anx- 
iously anticipated. 


® Churches Cause Big Fires.—Churches were 
listed among those places where most big fires 
occurred in 1960. The National Fire Protection 
Association reported that the key to eliminating 
losses is proper design of buildings and the use 
of protective equipment, such as automatic 
sprinklers. 





Vext Week ee 


Resolved for 1962: Be a Growing Person. 
By Elizabeth Strachan 


Thirty Years of Missionary Radio. 
By Tom Watson, Jr. 

The Lima Conference Analyzed. 
By David M. Howard 

Has Christianity Failed in Africa? 
By Winona M. Ingles 
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By ROY L. ALDRICH, Th.D. 


President, Detroit Bible College 


ID Christ bring peace when He 

came to this earth? This ques- 

tion is more pertinent than ever 
in view of the world situation. Nations 
now possess the capacity for total 
destruction with no adequate formula 
for peace. One modern thermonuclear 
weapon has more energy than all the 
high explosives used in World War II, 
perhaps more than in all past wars put 
together. Russia has recently exploded 
a bomb that is probably two and 
one-half times larger than the bomb 
referred to above and threatens to pro- 
duce one five times as powerful. 

The Center for the Study of Demo- 
cratic Institutions, Santa Barbara, Calif, 
has recently published a booklet by 
Walter Millis entitled, Permanent Peace. 
The title is misleading because the 
study concludes without a ray of hope 
for “permanent peace.” To quote: 
“There seems to be no formula, or for- 
malized ‘solution,’ at all likely to get us 
from ‘here’—a frightfully perilous bal- 
ance of terror turning on the knife-edge 
of an uncontrolled and unpredictable 
arms race—to ‘there’—a de-militarized 
international system.” 

The Board of Directors of this organi- 
zation is composed of intellectual 
leaders of our country, educators, edi- 
tors, and directors. of industry and 
foundations. It is significant that this 
study of “permanent peace” contains not 
a single reference to the Prince of Peace 
nor to the Bible. Doubtless this is why 
it ends without real hope for peace. 

Following the death of Dag Hammar- 
skjold, President Kennedy made a 
speech to the UN General Assembly 
that. attracted world attention. He 
called for a “truce to terror” and held 
forth the hope that the member nations 
would co-operate to preserve peace. 
“Together we shall save our planet, or 
together we shall perish in its flames.” 
It is significant that President Kennedy 
used the words peace or peaceful thirty- 
four times in his speech. The Bible 
student would almost be impelled to 
think of two passages: “Men’s hearts 
failing them for fear, and for looking 
after those things which are coming on 
the earth” (Luke 21:26); “For when 
they shall say, Peace and safety; then 
sudden destruction cometh upon them, 
as travail upon a woman with child; 
and they shall not escape” (1 Thess. 5: 
3). . 

Is there then no hope for peace? At 
the birth of Christ were the angels mis- 
taken when they said, “Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men” (Luke 2:14)? The 
angels’ message is better understood in 
the more accurate translation of the 
American Standard Version (1901), 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on 


Did Christ Sci Peace? 


Were the Christmas angels mis- 
taken? What is the source of peace 
today? 








earth peace among men in whom he is 
well pleased.” 

God is pleased only with those who 
exercise faith in Him. “Without faith 
it is impossible to please him” (Heb. 
11:6a). Sin brought estrangement and 
enmity between man and God. The 
Lord Jesus came and died to remove 
that enmity, so the Gospel is called “the 
gospel of peace” (Rom. 10:15). Per- 
sonal peace with God is established for 
all who trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
“Therefore being justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:1). 

This peace is not an experience but a 
judicial relationship. We should no 
more expect to feel our peace with God 
than, as citizens of the U.S., we should 
expect to feel peace with Canada. 
However, now that our standing or re- 
lationship to God is one of peace, there 
is a different kind of peace available 
which is experienced. It is described 
in Philippians 4:6, 7: “Be careful for 
nothing; but in every thing by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known unto 
God. And the peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding, shall keep 
your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus.” 

Here we learn that the thankful, 
prayerful, trusting believer will experi- 
ence the “peace of God.” This is a 
blessed experience in contrast to “peace 
with God”—which describes a relation- 
ship. 

Peace with God is established by the 
Cross. The peace of God is established 
by abiding in Christ. 

Peace with God is the portion of all 
who believe, whether they know it or 
not. The peace of God is limited to 
those who meet the conditions of Philip- 
pians 4:6. 

Our peace with God never changes. 
Our experience of the peace of God 
may change. 

Our peace with God should be under- 
stood in the light of justification (Rom. 
5:1). The peace of God passes all un- 
derstanding (Phil. 4:7). 

Peace with God makes us citizens of 
Heaven. The peace of God enables us 
to live like citizens of Heaven. 

The Lord came over 1900 years ago to 
provide peace with God for all who will 
trust in Him. But those who accept 
peace with God through the Gospel 


have an admonition to explore and ex-'° 


perience the blessing of the limitless 
depths of the peace of God. 


Did Christ bring peace? Emphati- 
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‘blood of his cross, . . 


cally, “Yes!” He brought peace. with 
God for all who trust Him and left a 
legacy of the peace of God for all who 
abide in.Him. Those who fear the Lord 
are the only ones who live without fear. 


But what about peace among the na- 
tions? This will not be established by 
a “balance of terror,” or disarmament, or 
the United Nations, or a.new world 
government, but by the Second Coming 


of the Prince of Peace. Then and only ~ 


then will these prophecies be fulfilled: 
“And he shall judge among the nations, 
and shall rebuke many people: and 
they shall beat their swords into plow- 
shares, and their spears into pruning- 
hooks: nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn 
war any more” (Isa. 2:4). “They shall 
not hurt nor destroy in all my -holy 
mountain: for the earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord, as the wa- 
ters cover the sea” (11:9). 


But before millennial blessing there 
will be the Great Tribulation and awful 
judgments (Matt. 24:15-31; Rev. 6 to 
18). However, for the believer there is 
the. hope of translation to be with the 
Lord before the Tribulation (1 Thess. 
4:13 to 5:11). The promise to the 
church of Philadelphia has a prophetic 
application to the last days: “Because 
thou hast kept the word of my patience, 
I also will keep thee from the hour of 
temptation, which shall come upon all 
the world, to try them that dwell upon 
the earth” (Rev. 3:10). 


The child of God is not dismayed by 
the many evident signs of the end of 
this age. He looks for the Lord and not 
for judgment. “And when these things 
begin to come to pass, then look up, and 
lift up your heads; for your redemption 
draweth nigh” (Luke 21: 28). 


The letters of Paul begin with a bene- 
diction of “grace and peace” to the 
saints. It has often been noted by ex- 
positors that grace always precedes 
peace. This is the necessary order of 
experience. A person must receive the 
grace of God in Christ before he can 
have peace. It is at the Cross that peace 


-is provided for estranged sinners. 


“And, having made peace through the 
-” (Col. 1:20a). 
Christ did come to bring peace and it is 
freely offered to all who will trust in 
Him. 

wy 


The Christian cause does not depend 
upon the initiative of God’s people. 
Let us beware of frenetic activity in 
the face of world crises. It can so often 
be an expression of lack of confidence 
in, even lack of awareness of what 
God is doing.—Dr. John White. 
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Protestant Trends in Switzerland 
By HOMER PAYNE, Th.D. 


WITZERLAND, historic cradle of 
“ the Reformation, is often better 

known, even among Christians, as 
a tourist spot than as a center of re- 
ligious life and influence. But with the 
impact of such men as Barth and Brun- 
ner, and the work of the World Council 
of Churches, Switzerland has again be- 
come a center of Protestant thought 
and activity. 

A few words about Switzerland | it- 
self will help in understanding the 
complexities of the situation. This beau- 
tiful little mountain democracy has 
only about five million citizens. The 
country is divided into twenty-two can- 
tons and has four national languages, 
creating as many different cultural 
groups. There is intense rivalry be- 
tween French, German, and _ Italian 
speaking areas and, to some extent, be- 
tween Catholics and Protestants. For 
many years the proportion of the popu- 
lation adhering to the two faiths has 
remained approximately the same: 42 
per cent Roman Catholic and 55 per cent 
Protestant. Historical developments and 
rugged topography have also played 
their part in making each canton a sep- 
arate entity. With a firmly entrenched 
and dominant- National Reformed 
Church, fully integrated in the govern- 
ment, the situation is complex. This 
makes all generalization on the Swiss 
religious situation difficult. However, 
there are four main areas of change in 
Switzerland today. 


Barth’s Movement 


I. Barth, Brunner and _ Biblicism.— 
The First World War and the social and 
religious evolution that followed re- 
vealed the sterility of the old Liberal- 
ism. Out of this spiritual upheaval Karl 
Barth and Emil Brunner arose, leading 
a return to a certain respect for the 
Bible and Biblical authority. This 
movement had many doctrinal impli- 
cations, such as, the sovereignty of God, 
the depravity of man, the centrality of 
redemption, and the acceptance of es- 
chatology as a dominant note in the 
church’s message. Its over-all effect on 
the church has certainly been profound 
and, in many ways, positive. 

However, neither Barth nor Brunner 
interpret the above concepts as do 
American or English Evangelicals. But, 
since they had come up through the 
same system and spoke the same lan- 
guage as the Liberal school, the shock 
of their new departure was great and 
their influence wide. In fact, there is 
little doubt that in the period immedi- 
ately after the Second World War Barth 
became the most influential theological 
voice in Western Europe. Meanwhile, 
Barthianism has come to have such a 
wide range of meanings that many of 
his early disciples are disowning him 
for his increasingly conservative trends. 

If Barth has turned a large propor- 
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The infiltration of revitalized Mod- 
ernism and Ecumenicalism, and a 
dack of witness and spiritual living, 
are robbing the Gospel of its power 
in the land that was the cradle of 
the Reformation, says Dr. Payne, 
who teaches at Institute Emmaus, 
Vennes-Lausanne. 








tion of European theology back toward 
the Bible, he does not hold the Bible to 
be inerrant, nor do his followers. Cer- 
tain Liberals are even credited with 
saying, “Give Barth enough time and 
he’ll be back with us. His premises are 
the same as ours.” Whatever degree of 
truth there may be in this remark, 
Barth has not made true Fundamen- 
talism any more popular in Western 
Europe than it was before his time. 
Billy Graham’s successes here, for ex- 
ample, have been primarily built on 
the power of prayer and the work of 
the smaller evangelical groups, plus the 
compelling influence of his personal 
reputation. This was the reason for the 
co-operation of official ecclesiastical 
leaders, who found it difficult to oppose 
him, though they do not. like his the- 
ology. 


II. Bultmann and Liberalism.—Barth’s 
attack in his early years on sterile and 
optimistic Liberalism was devastating, 
but victory was only temporary and 
partial. Forced to rethink their posi- 
tion, real Liberals simply regrouped and 
re-entered the field with the old doc- 
trines expressed in “modern” termi- 
nology. This took time, of course. Many 
pastors, who were taught the old Liberal 
theology in seminary and who came 
out to face Barthianism as a vital 
theological movement, still have open 
minds today, and some are being con- 
verted. It is difficult, however, to 
purify a mind once it has been impreg- 
nated with false doctrine. It remained 
for the German. theologian, Bultmann, 
to become the real militant voice of the 
new Liberalism. He has done so to the 
point that he is rapidly becoming the 
leader and idol of most young German 
theologians. To a lesser degree, this in- 
fluence is also being felt in Switzerland. 
There is little doubt that he is at pres- 








The Miracle of Christmas 
By Lucy Powel 


HE music of God—in angelic story; 
The splendor of God—in a star of 
glory; ; 

The grace of God—in a world of unrest: 
The peace of God—in a Virgin’s breast; 
The will of God—in His plan to save; 
The love of God—in the birth of a Babe; 
The purpose of God—in man to dwell; 
The heart of God—Immanuel! 


ent disputing the theological leadership 
of the Continent with Barth. 

His humanistic confidence in the wis- 
dom and ability of man and his denial 
of the real authority of God in Jesus 
Christ are much closer to the basic be- 
liefs of the masses in and out of the 
church today than the smashing mes- 
sage of Karl Barth, whose doctrines of 
Almighty God and sinful man moving 
toward final judgment at the return of 
Jesus Christ find little real sympathy in 
our comfortable civilization. This is the 
mounting tide in Europe today. The 
tendency is represented in Geneva by a 
militant group in the congregation of 
St. Peter’s Cathedral (Calvin’s old pul- 
pit) that has just set up a highly vocal 
organization in that parish, with a bril- 
liant Liberal pastor, lots of publicity, 
and an openly Unitarian credo. 

III. Ecumenicalism and the Roman 
Church.—Even stronger than either of 
the preceding currents is the Ecumen- 
ical Movement and the trend back to 
the Roman Catholic Church. As the 
church of the past generation was dom- 
inated by the “social gospel” so, in cap- 
turing this generation, the rallying cry 
has become “one (world) church.” It is 
the new gospel. Its message is more 
important than orthodoxy, the new 
birth, or sanctification. It is the pass- 
word to ecclesiastical approval and suc- 
cess. 


Historic Barriers Broken 

There is much behind this. The 
church must have some compelling mo- 
tive, some vital message. Liberalism, 
as noted above, has been revitalized; 
Barthianism has no solid Scriptural 
foundation; Evangelicalism is drifting 
into prosperous and almost popular 
worldliness; Romanism, with age-old 
elasticity, is showing a certain return to 
the Bible in many circles. All these 
elements mark the breakdown of his- 
toric spiritual barriers. That is why 
the flame of “unity” in all these groups, 
fanned by apocalyptic winds, is fast be- 
coming a conflagration. 

In an ecclesiastical situation that is 
so confused, even old heads are finding 
it difficult to keep their spiritual sense 
of direction. A single illustration will 
show the seriousness of the problem. 
In a certain large Swiss city some of the 
same Evangelical leaders who organized 
the Billy Graham campaign, which was 
as evangelical as any could wish, led in 
preparing a three-day series of meetings 
in which a Protestant pastor, an Orthé- 
dox Greek bishop and a Jesuit priest 
presented their respective doctrines. 
There was prayer to the Virgin, much 
mutual praise, ard almost no examina- 
tion of the problems in the path of 
unity. At the end all said the Lord’s 
Prayer together. There was manifest 
enthusiasm on the part of nearly all 
participants, especially the Protestant 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








A42aObm = et mo Mm Oe he — 


oOo ts =" = 6 


aR Oe wranetmne anc 


Q 


ae ae ad | 








fF a |) he OOD we ee Re 





(Evangelical) pastors. Exchanges, open 
letters, forums, joint prayer efforts, and 
Protestant use of Roman Catholic lit- 
urgy are multiplying everywhere. One 
senses a spirit of delusion in the people 
and their leaders that even sound rea- 
soning and doctrine do not _ touch. 
French-speaking Switzerland, with its 
new ecumenical headquarters under 
construction, is the nerve center of this 
world-wide program. 


IV. Estimate of Evangelicalism.—The 
obvious questions that arise in our 
minds as we face all this are: What is 
happening among true Evangelicals? 
Are they continuing to be “salt” and 
“light” in the midst of corruption and 
darkness? Though there are clear signs 
of the Holy Spirit’s moving, the outlook 
is not optimistic. Outside of a small 
circle within the National Reformed 
Church, there are about half a dozen 
independent Evangelical groups in 
Switzerland: Plymouth Brethren, Salva- 
tion Army, Pentecostals, Free (Baptist) 
Churches, the Krischona communities, 
and Bible Action. All are strongly 
influenced by the inclusivist National 
Church, which baptizes, confirms, mar- 
ries, and buries all citizens without 
distinction, refusing to take any clear 
doctrinai stand. 

The initial efforts of most Evangelical 
groups to maintain a strictly separated 
life, in contrast to the worldliness of the 
National Church, gradually became legal- 
istic and these groups are now in the 
throes of a reaction, which is dividing 
their forces and opening the door to 
license. This false idea of separation 
from the world also sapped the forces 
of personal evangelism and few but the 
Pentecostals have maintained a vital 
spiritual contact with the general popu- 
lation. Most Evangelical leaders here 
are men with Bible school training, but 
normally this country requires univer- 
sity training for recognized cultural 
leadership. 

The seminaries are poor spiritually so 
that few true Evangelicals approve of 
them or can bring themselves to go 
there. Nevertheless an increasing num- 
ber of young men from evangelical cir- 
cles are going to them because of 
ecumenical influence or a desire for 
recognition. This marks a_ definite 
breakdown between Modernistic and 
Evangelical camps and it will certainly 
mean the infiltration of Evangelicalism 
by ideas and doctrines of the inclusivist 
church, Ecumenicalism in particular. 

The preceding problems stem from 
the gradual decline of evangelical life 
and testimony. Persecution and pros- 
perity, each in its own way, have grad- 
ually reduced the virile spirituality of 
the fathers, until a life of study, wit- 
ness, and sacrifice has been crowded 
out. The rising generation finds scant 
challenge in its search for leadership 
and spiritual ideals. They are taught 
right doctrine and honorable tradition, 
but the comfort-loving, pleasure-seeking 
life of their elders has robbed the teach- 
ing of its real strength in the context of 
present-day living. 4 

There are bright spots in the over-all 


picture, however. Switzerland boasts 
four sound and spiritually led Bible 
schools (Beatenberg, Emmaiis, Kris- 
chona, and “The Rock”). There is a 
real interdenominational fellowship 
manifested in the camps of the Scrip- 
ture Union, the Morges Conference 
(Swiss Keswick), evangelical rv.dio 
broadcasts, missionary groups, and the 
recent large-scale evangelistic  «u- 
paigns of Billy Graham. Thess have 
all brought out a real thirst for the sim- 


ple Gospel among the common people. 

In. the country of Calvin and Zwingli 
there are strong evangelical forces that 
could go far, in the power of the Spirit 
of God. At present, however, they are 
comfort-loving and worldly minded. 
They are being rapidly infiltrated from 
without. Ecumenicalism is the rising 
star in Switzerland and Western Europe 
today. Pray that God will intervene in 
‘ ign grace, calling out leaders for 

r reformation movement. 


Teacher, Involve * ui Pupil 


HE other day a ten-year-old boy 

said to me, “I like Mr. Brown for a 
Sunday school teacher. He treats me 
like I’m a person and is interested in 
what I think about what the Bible 
says.” 

An older woman was telling me 
about two classes for adult women in a 
California church. She said, “I’m in 
one, but I wish I were in the other.” 
When I asked her why, she said that al- 
though the woman who taught her class 
was a good Bible student, she preached; 
it was like two sermons on Sunday 
morning. In the other class, the same 
truths were examined, but the class par- 
ticipated and had opportunity to react. 

Good teaching involves the pupil. 
Some teachers are so well-informed and 
have such an interesting presentation 
that they keep their pupils involved and 
thinking with them, even though they 
do not let the pupils respond vocally. 

However, teaching a Sunday school 
class can easily slide into preaching at 
the class. The pupils have truths 
poured over them or said at them. 
They can switch their minds into neu- 
tral and let their thoughts wander aim- 
lessly. The teacher is not really 
teaching, because he is not communi- 
cating. 

A common mistake we make as 
teachers is to rob our pupils of the ex- 
citement of discovering truth for them- 
selves. If the class members can read, 
they can also discover. Bible study is 
for everyone! What I discover for my- 
self is really my own, particularly if I 
say it aloud. I have found it! It may 
be that the same thing has been told me 
many times, but it was never my own 
until now. Students become personally 
involved when they find out what the 
Biblical text is really saying to them. 

God’s Word is not given to us so that 
we can recite back facts. It is a Book 
that demands action. God is trying to 
teach us how He thinks, how He acts, so 
that we can think and act like Him. He 
wants us to respond to what He says. 
How can we create this kind of a re- 
sponsive participation in our Sunday 
school classes? 

There is no magic formula. God, the 
Holy Spirit, must ultimately create de- 
sire to learn and be the real teacher. 
His presence is indispensable. But 


December 23, 1961 (Lesson for January 7) 


TIDWELL. BIBLE LIBRARY 


By GLADYS M. HUNT 


there are some methods and ideas that 
He can use. 

First of all, study the lesson for your- 
self. Ask God to show you new truths 
from the Bible, so that you will be ex- 
cited by what He is saying to you in the 
passage about Himself, about Christ, 
about yourself, about men in general. 
A teacher who privately thinks the les- 
son is uninteresting or “old hat” will not 
inspire enthusiasm for truth in his pu- 
pils. 

This is the purpose of the study helps 
given in THE SunpAY ScHooL Trmes—to¢ 
help you, the teacher, to comprehend in 
a fresh way the truths of the lesson. 
The teacher needs to get involved in 
what is being said by God. 

Second, after your own heart has been 
touched by the lesson, think it through 
with your class in mind. How can you 
help them to discover the truths that 
you have found without talking at 
them? You want to get the class in- 
volved. 

An effective way is to take the truths 
you have learned and make them into 
good questions that will help those in 
the class to dig for themselves. Lead 
them from question to question to enjoy 
the same discovery about the passage 
that you have made. 

Avoid the temptation to spiritualize. 


‘The first thing to find out about a pas- 


sage is what it says. All too easily we 
go into interpretation without even 
knowing what the verses really are say- 
ing. 

Therefore, the basic kind of question 
you will ask will be: What does it say? 
These questions may begin with who, 
what, where, etc. Get the facts. 

For instance, take a simple, narrative 
passage such as Mark 5 (the story of 
the man with an unclean spirit who 
dwelt among the tombs). How can you 
best get across the drama, the pathos, 
the power of Jesus shown in this pas- 
sage? You could ask questions like 
these: 

1. What was this man really like? 
Describe him in your own words. (Get 
from the group phrases like: wild, 
shrieking, slave to a demon, not in con- 
trol of himself, strange physical power.) 

2. How did he react to Christ’s pres- 
ence? 

(Continued on page 1021) 
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THe Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Exod. 34:1 And the Lorp said unto Moses, Hew thee two 
tables of stone like unto the first: and I will write upon these 
tables the words: that were in the first tables, which thou 
brakest. 

2 And be ready in the morning, and come up in the morn- 
ing unto mount Sinai, and present thyself there to me in the 
top of the mount. 

3 And no man shall come up with thee, neither let any man 
be seen throughout all the mount; neither let the flocks 
nor herds feed before that mount. 

4 And he hewed two tables of stone like unto the first; 
and Moses rose up early in the morning, and went up unto 

‘mount Sinai, as the Lorp had commanded him, and took 
in his hand the two tables of stone. 

5 And the Lorp descended in the cloud, and stood with 
him there, and proclaimed the name of the Lorp. 

6 And the Lorn passed by before him, and proclaimed, The 
Lorp, The Lorp God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, 
and abundant in goodness and truth, 

7 Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 

“transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the 


International Uniform Lesson 





LAWS FOR LIVING 
Exodus 32; 34; Deuteronomy 5:1-21; Matthew 5:1-20; printed text, Exodus 34: 


1-8; Matthew 5:17-20 


Golden Text.—Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: 
I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil_—Matt. 5:17 


guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, 
and upon the children’s children, unto the third and to the 
fourth generation. 

8 And Moses made haste, and bowed his head toward the 
earth, and worshipped. 


Matt. 5:17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, 
or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. 


18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, 
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till 
all be fulfilled. 

19 Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least com- 
mandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the 
least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and 
teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom 
of heaven. 

20 For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall 
exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye 
shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 


Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, area by Inter- 
national Council of Religious ucation. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 
T IS important to notice that the 
Tue. or Ten Commandments, was 

not given to Israel when they were 
slaves in Egypt but rather when they 
were pilgrims in the wilderness. They 
had experienced complete deliverance 
from the house of bondage, and had 
well begun the march toward Canaan 
when Jehovah intervened with His holy 
Law. At Sinai He set up His govern- 
ment in the midst of His people. 

The chapters in Exodus that form 
part of our lesson today provide the 
story of Israel’s revolt and their lapse 
into idolatry, with its consequent dis- 
astrous effects. They also relate how 
the Law was given the second time, 
written again by the finger of God, but 
upon tablets hewn this time by the 
hand of Moses, the mediator. As orig- 
inally given, it was pure law, with no 
declared provision for failure (see Exod. 
19 to 24). At the second giving, after 
the crisis of the golden calf, it was law 
mingled with the grace of forgiveness, 
and it provided ample provision for 
failure in the institution of the sacri- 
fices and the priesthood. 

It was’ only on the ground of the 
blood of the sin offering—that ever 
pointed onward to Calvary, of course— 
that the righteous God could dwell in 
the midst of a gainsaying people. And 
it was also on that ground that His will 
was made known and His government 
exercised. 


1016 (8) 


Verse by Verse 


Exod. 34:1——“And the Lord said unto 
Moses, Hew thee two tables of stone 
like unto the first: and I will write upon 
these ... the words that were in the 
first tables...” The first tables of the 
Law had been broken by Moses upon 
his return to the camp from his forty- 
day vigil in the mount when he‘ made 
the shocking discovery of the idolatrous 
calf. The subsequent intercession of 
this man of God saved the nation from 
destruction (see chap. 32). And now 
the Lord graciously ordered His servant 
to prepare for the second giving of His 
law. 

Verse 2.—“‘And be ready in the morn- 
ing, and come up... unto... Sinai, 
and present thyself there to me in the 
top of the mount.” The sacred mount 
was to be once again the scene of an in- 
terview with the Lord, and for this the 
honored servant must prepare himself. 

Verse 3.—“And no man shall come up 
with thee ... neither let the flocks nor 
herds feed before that mount.” Moses 
alone was the chosen mediator, being 
“faithful in all his house” (Heb. 3:2). 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“No chastening for the present 
seemeth to be joyous, but griev- 
ous: nevertheless afterward it 
yieldeth the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness unto them which are 
evercised thereby” (Heb. 12:11). 

















Verse 4—“And he hewed two tables 
of stone like unto the first; and Moses 
rose up early ... and went up unto 
mount Sinai . .. and took in his hand 
the two tables .. .” Notice here that 
the mediator obeyed every detail of the 
divine requirements. 

Verse 5.—“And the Lord descended in 
the cloud, and stood with him there, and 
proclaimed the name of the Lord.” 
Jehovah now drew near and declared 
His name. In the Scriptures, the name 
of God is expressive of His nature. 

Verse 6.—“And the Lord .. . pro- 
claimed, The Lord, The Lord God, mer- 
ciful and gracious, longsuffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth.” While 
God was not known to Israel by the 
New Testament revelation of “Father,” 
He was known as Jehovah (LORD), full 
of mercy and yet altogether righteous. 
These virtues were manifested in His 
dealings with that nation. 

Verse 7.—“Keeping mercy for thou- 
sands, forgiving iniquity ... and that 
will by no means clear the guilty; visit- 
ing the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children...” The day had not come 
when God could openly and righteously 
justify the ungodly, for it would be 
only at the cross that mercy and truth 
would meet together in perfect recon- 
ciliation (see Rom. 4:5; Psa. 85:10). 
Grace was theirs, but so.was the divine 
government, making inevitable the 
reaping of a bitter harvest here on earth 
for every. evil sowing. 

Verse 8—“And Moses made haste, and 
bowed his head toward the earth, and 
worshipped.” Moses’ reverent and awe- 
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filled attitude here is in marked contrast 
to the brazen idolaters of chapter 32:6, 
19, and 25. 


Matt.. 5: 17.—“Think not that I am come 
to destroy the law, or the prophets: I 
am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.” 
The Law and the Prophets stand for the 
entire Old Testament. Jesus had cer- 
tainly not come to void this former 
revelation. Rather He had come to 
complete it by giving substance to its 
typical foreshadowings, and to fulfill its 
holy obligations. 


Verse 18.—“For verily I say unto you, 
Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or 
one tittle shall in no wise pass from the 
law, till all be fulfilled.” The Hebrew 
letter yod was the smallest letter, and 
the tittle a small stroke above a letter 
in the Hebrew alphabet. Even these 
apparent trifles would not fail, or be 
overlooked. The Lord here affirmed 
that the most minute detail of the Old 
Testament would be honored, and its 
every prediction perfectly accomplished. 


Verse 19.—“Whosoever ... shall break 
one of these least commandments, and 
shall teach men so, he shall be called 
the least in the kingdom of heaven: but 
whosoever shall do and teach them... 
shall be called great in the kingdom 
... The Lord, as the greater prophet 
than Moses, was about to give a new 
and much deeper significance to the 
precepts of the Law, and to declare the 
righteousness that His Kingdom re- 
quired. Thus He would fulfill the Law 
and the Prophets. And men’s place in 
that Kingdom would be determined by 
their response to these searching re- 
quirements. 


Verse 20.—“For except your 
righteousness shall exceed the right- 
eousness of the scribes and Pharisees, 
ye shall in no case enter into the king- 
dom of heaven.” The righteousness of 
the proud Pharisee was purely external 
—going to the Temple, long and loud 
prayers, and so forth. The Lord here in- 
sists that the righteousness that would 
mark His Kingdom must be inner, real, 
and intensely practical. Of course, men 
must be right before they can do right. 
And they become right only by being 
“born again” (see John 3:5-7). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Because man is a fallen creature and 
possesses a nature that has a definite 
bias toward wrongdoing, he needs re- 
straints and requirements. The Creator’s 
will is for the highest good of His 
creature, of course, and He has declared 
that will in the Ten Commandments. 
Necessarily these commandments are 
perfect, being a transcript of the right- 
eous character of God Himself. Given 
to imperfect man, they serve only to 
bring into relief his imperfections, and 
loudly proclaim his sinnership. 

How can one who is inherently un- 
righteous and “without strength” (see 
Rom. 3:10; 5:6) find power to fulfill 
such high and holy demands? The an- 
swer lies in the sobering fact that this is 
utterly impossible for the natural man. 
The nature of these requirements makes 
it abundantly clear that man is. incapa- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
14. December 31.—Growth — 
Christian Maturity. 1 Cor 
thians 13; Sabesione, 4: 11-24 


Next Week’s Lesson 


2. ag 14—One God. Exodus 
20:1-3; Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Mat 
thew 6:24; John 14: 1-11 








ble of the required obedience. “As 
many as are of the works of the law 
are under the curse: for it is written, 
Cursed is every one that continueth not 
in all things which are written in the 
book of the law to do them. But that 
no man is justified by the law in the 
sight of God, it is evident: for, The just 
shall live by faith. And the law is not 
of faith . . . Christ hath redeemed us 
from the curse of the law, being made a 
curse for us... .” (Gal. 3:10-13). Thus 
against this extremely dark background 
shines the light of the glorious Gospel. 
Christ has borne the full penalty in be- 
half of the believing sinner. But not 
only so: the believer himself has also 
died to the law as a rule of life. “My 
brethren,” writes Paul, “ye also are be- 
come dead to the law by the body of 
Christ; that ye should be married to 
another .. . that we should bring forth 
fruit unto God” (Rom. 7:4). 

The Christian, therefore, is certainly 
not lawless because of all this grace. In 
fact, he delights “in the law of God 
after the inward man” (Rom. 7:22), and 
its requirement is actually fulfilled in 
him as he walks in the power of the in- 
dwelling Holy Spirit (see Rom 8:4). 
It is the new life and the Spirit of God 
only that enable him to live a holy and 
obedient life. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The revolt of Israel and the retribu- 
tion (Exod. 32) 

2. The resumption and the renewed re- 
quirements (Exod. 34; Deut. 5: 
1-21) 

3. The royal privileges and obligations 
of Christ’s Kingdom (Matt. 5:1- 
20) 


Topics for Development 

The Christian and His Power for 
Holy Living. What is the Christian’s 
strength for doing God’s will and living 
a vital life of fellowship and witness? 
Is it the external Law of Moses or the 
internal Spirit of God? 

It is perfectly true that all of the 
Commandments—with the exception of 
the one relating to the Sabbath—are 
incorporated in the New Testament 
Epistles, and are therefore obligatory 
for the present-day child of God. But 
if the Israelite of the pre-Christian 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


ITH the addition of the new col- 

umn, Doorway to Discovery: 
Teaching by Discussion (see page 10), 
Mr. Tatham’s list of questions will be 
discontinued. Teachers will find a wide 
variety of helpful questions in this new 
feature of THE Sunpay ScHoo. Tres. 








period was unable to keep these re 
quirements, how may we today be ex- 


pected to do so? The answer lies in 


the fact that God never expects us to 


live His life without first giving us His 
nature. In addition to His nature He 
has also given us His great Spirit. 

The pious Jew of the old dispensation 
was like a child under the strict dis- 
cipline of a stern tutor. The Christian 
of this dispensation is like an adult son 
whose glad response to the Father 
springs from an inward love (see Gal. 
4:1-7). 

I believe that there is a law on the 
statute books of this country that 
mothers must care for their children, 
and that a penalty is provided for vio- 
lators. Was it because of fear of this 
penalty that your mother and mine 
worked so sacrificially for us when we 
were young? Of course not. They did 
not know that such a law existed! They 
sacrificed for us because of a love that 
was filling their hearts, not because of 
any statute on some books. The Chris- 
tian delights to obey God’s will, not 
because of compulsion and fear, but be- 
cause of an inward volition that springs 
from affection. This inward urge is the 
product of the indwelling Spirit. “The 
fruit of the Spirit is love . . .” (Gal. 
5: 22). 


Practical Applications 

It is a remarkable fact that when 
Moses died at the age of one hundred 
and twenty “his eye was not dim, nor 
his natural force abated” (Deut 34:7). 
His eye was evidently as keen and his 
arm as strong as when he was a young 
man in his prime! In a spiritual sense 
he was like the Law that he gave to 
Israel. 

The Ten Commandments, though so 
ancient, still have a keen, penetrating 
eye. They can see to the very depths 
of the soul. Paul confessed to having 
experienced its piercing gaze when he 
confessed, “I had not known lust, except 
the law had said, Thou shalt not covet” 
(Rom. 7:7). No unaided human obser- 
vation could have X-rayed the thoughts 
and intents of his lustful heart. But the 
Law that laid bare this moral malig- 
nancy also struck him a heavy blow. It 
brought deep conviction of sin. 

One of the present-day uses of the 
Ten Commandments is to lay bare the 
sinner’s guilt, and to put the con- 
science into action. “By the law is the 
knowledge of sin” (Rom. 3:20). Paul’s 
declaration that “the strength of sin is 
the law” (1 Cor. 15:56), and “the law 
worketh wrath” (Rom. 4:15) simply 
mean that the very prohibitions awaken 
all oft man’s evil propensities and his 
will to resist. At the same time it pro- 
vides no power for deliverance, and 
therefore spells out a grim condemna- 
tion. This is a perfect background for 
the Gospel. It may be well used, there- 
fore, by the Christian soul-winner to 
produce a sense of need on the part of 
the non-Christian, especially if that one 
is seeking salvation by religion or self- 
effort. 

NortH Patm BgEacu, FLa. 
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Doorway to Discovery: 
Teaching by Discussion 


By CATHERINE SCHELL and MARILYN KUNZ 


INTS: Be a leader, not a lecturer. 

Lead each member of the group to 
participate mentally and verbally. Ask 
good questions and wait for a response. 
Give people time to think. Never an- 
swer your own question, but rephrase it 
and ask it again if there is no response 
the first time. 

Preparation: (assigned a week ahead 
of the class session). Suggest that each 
member read carefully the printed text 
of the lesson every week. Assign sev- 
eral people to look up and report to the 
group why it was necessary for the law 
to be given again. (See Exod. 32.) 


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 


Exodus 34:1-8 

1. Why is it necessary for Moses to 
hew out two new tables of stone? 
What became of the first tables and 
why? (Have report at this time.) 

2. What promise and what instruc- 
tions does God give to Moses about 
meeting Him? Why, do you think, did 
God order that neither man nor beast 
were to be on the mount? What atti- 
tude should this have created among 
the people toward the Lord? 


3. Describe all that you can see and 
hear and feel from Exodus 34:4. Try 
to imagine some of the thoughts and 
feelings that Moses has at this point. 
What are they? 

4. What does the Lord reveal about 
Himself in verses 5-7? What aspects of 
His character does God declare here? 
Why do you think these are empha- 
sized? 

5. Define each of the following: mer- 
ciful, gracious, longsuffering, iniquity, 
transgressions, sin. (Bring several dic- 
tionaries to class so that different 
words may be looked up at the same 
time.) 

6. Whom does sin contaminate and 
what are the results? 


7. How does Moses respond to what 
he heard? 

8. How is this incident in itself evi- 
dence of God’s character as here de- 
scribed? 

Matthew 5:17-20 

9. What question in the mind of His 
listeners does the Lord Jesus Christ an- 
swer? Why might they have such a 
question? 

10. Why does Jesus not use the words 
“protect” or “build up” (instead of “ful- 
fill”) in contrast to “destroy”? What 
are the various meanings of “fulfill”? 
(See dictionary.) 

11. How does Jesus illustrate the sta- 
bility of the Law? What limit does He 
put on it? 
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HE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES is 

happy to welcome to its family of 
lesson writers two young women who 
have distinguished themselves in the 
field of Bible study and writing. The 
new column, Teaching by Discussion, is 
the joint effort of Miss Catherine Schell 
and Miss Marilyn Kunz, co-authors of 
Conversations with Jesus Christ From 
the Gospel of John (Windward Press), 
and other study guides used in connec- 
tion with neighborhood Bible study 
groups. 

Miss Schell and Miss Kunz have pio- 
neered Bible study groups among 
women in northern New Jersey, West- 
chester County, N. Y., and southern Con- 
necticut. These are groups in which 
each member has an opportunity in 
turn to lead the discussion. The guides 
help the women to discover for them- 
selves what the Bible says, what it 
means, and what its significance is for 
their own lives as wives and mothers. 

Miss Schell, a registered nurse, is a 
graduate of Columbia University and 
Presbyterian Hospital, New York City. 
She has taken Bible courses at Wheaton 
College. After working as clinical in- 
structor and supervisor at Columbia- 
Presbyterian Medical Center, she served 
on the staff of the Nurses Christian Fel- 
lowship for ten years. 

Miss Kunz is a graduate of Wheaton 
College and has her master’s degree 
from Biblical Seminary. She was a re- 
ligious education teacher in the public 
schools of Virginia and director of re- 
ligious education at several churches. 
She also served on the staff of Inter- 
Varsity Christian Fellowship in New 
England. 








12. Having stated His own relation- 
ship to the Law, how does Jesus define 
every man’s relationship to it? Why can 
man break the Law and yet not destroy 
it? 

13. What connection is there between 
doing and teaching? In what way is all 
doing really teaching? What connec- 
tion may this have with the second 
haif of Exodus 34:7? 


14; Define righteousness (see diction- | 


ary) in the context of verses 17-20. 


15. What relationship do the Com- 
mandments have to _ righteousness? 
What standard of righteousness does 
Jesus proclaim necessary? 


16. The Pharisees and the scribes were 
considered very righteous by the people 
of their day because they conformed 
meticulously to the do’s and don’t’s of 
formalized Judaism as they had been 
handed down. Do your friends and 
neighbors consider you “righteous” or 
“religious” for similar reasons? Dis- 
cuss the way in which conformity to 
ceremonies is not enough. Consider the 
demands of the moral law upon Chris- 
tians. 


Dosss Ferry, N. Y. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEsTeD HyMNns 
“Standing at the Portal’ 
“All the Way My Saviour Leads Me” 
“Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Gra- 
cious God, our Father, whose hand has 
blessed us hitherto, “Here I raise mine 
Eben-ezer; Hither by Thy help I’m 
come.” We thank Thee for the blessings 
of the year just ended and seek Thy 
mercies for the year just begun. Bless 
our study of Thy Word today that we 
may more willingly and trustfully obey 
Thee in all Thy commands. To our 
homes and dear ones give peace and 
such prosperity as is for our good. 
Guard our country from evils threaten- 
ing it from within and dangers from 
without. Give repentance to those who 
follow ways of evil, and bless the 
preaching of the Gospel in every land 
to the winning of many to the Saviour. 
Where people suffer, are sad, and in 
need, be present with Thy help. Make 
us ready unto those deeds of kindness 
by which we may relieve suffering and 
gladden sad lives. Forgive our sins and 
strengthen us to hold steadfastly to 
what is right and good, through Christ 
Jesus, our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A little boy being 
corrected for something was told that if 
he did that particular thing, the police- 
man would be after him. Later. on that 
day he was reproved for some more 
misbehavior and told the Lord would 
not like that: With a sigh, the little 
chap exclaimed: “What a good time I 
could have if it wasn’t for the policeman 
and the Lord!” But the truth is we 
would have a bad time with no police- 
man to protect us from lawbreakers 
and a much worse time without the 
Lord and His good care of us. 

Today we have read of Moses being 
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WE FIND GOD'S Love 











given God’s commandments, His rules 
for people’s behavior. God began by 
telling Moses that He, the Lord, was 
merciful, gracious, good and true, a God 
who forgives sin even though He some- 
times lets us and our children after us 
suffer for our bad ways. God’s rules 
for our conduct are to guide us into the 
right way to live so that we may be 
really happy. So, behind God’s laws and 
even behind His corrective punishments 
is God’s love for us. All is for our good, 
even when God seems most stern. So, 
for a happy New Year, love, trust, and 
obey the Lord. 


Ocean Park, B. C., Can. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Hew thee two tables of stone like 
unto the first” (Exod. 34:1).—There are 
conspicuous differences between this 
and the first giving of the Law. Missing 
here are the thunders and lightnings, 
and the thick cloud, and the exceeding 
loud voice of the trumpet, and the as- 
cending smoke as of a furnace, the 
great quakes, and the trembling of the 
people (20: 16-18). 

Added here is the proclamation: 
“The Lord, The Lord God, merciful and 
gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in 
goodness and truth, keeping mercy for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity and trans- 
gression and sin” (34:6). 

These tables were not to be broken. 
They were to be placed in the ark, 
which was overlaid with gold within 
and without. The incorruptible wood 
of which this ark was made typified the 
sinless humanity of the Lord Jesus; 
while the gold spake of His deity. He 
could truthfully say, “I delight to do 
thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is 
within my heart” (Psa. 40:8). 


“.. and that will by no means clear 
the guilty” (Exod. 34:7).—Although 
there was some grace, mercy, and for- 
giveness in connection with this second 
giving of the Law, there was also this 
solemn warning that Jehovah, the self- 
existing God, would “by no means clear 
the guilty”; and where is the person 
who is not guilty? The Lord Jesus 
said, “Did not Moses give you the law, 
and yet none of you keepeth the law” 
(John 7:19). “The law is holy, and the 
commandment holy, and just, and good” 
(Rom. 7:12). We can find no fault with 
the law. It is God’s standard. The 
fault is with us. 

“Now we know that what things so- 


ever the law saith, it saith to them who 
are under the law: that every mouth 
may be stopped, and all the world may 
become guilty before God”—or “be 
brought under the judgment of God” 
(Rom. 3:19 marg.). 


“Think not that I am come to destroy 
the law, or the prophets” (Matt. 5:17). 
—The expression, “the law and the 
prophets,” was a term used for the Old 
Testament as a whole (Matt. 7:12; Luke 
16:16; Rom. 3:21). 

The Lord Jesus did not come to de- 
stroy, but to fulfill, or complete them. 
Anyone who has access to Strong’s Con- 
cordance, and who looks up every oc- 
currence of the words “fulfil” and 
“fulfilled” in relation to the Lord’s 
words, works, and person will marvel 
at the large number of them. Every- 
thing mentioned in the Law and the 
Prophets relative to the Saviour’s first 
advent has been fulfilled in detail. 

The detailed fulfillment of prophecies 
given hundreds of years before the birth 
of Christ—and in some instances, thou- 
sands—is often given as proof of the 
divine inspiration of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. 

Since the Lord has so wondrously 
fulfilled the types and shadows, as well 
as the commandments, great changes 
have taken place. Now, God is “just, 
and the justifier of him which believeth 
in Jesus” (Rom. 3:26). 

Numbers of persons have _ been 
shocked over the words: “But to him 
that worketh not, but believeth on him 
that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteousness”; but they 
are God-breathed words, and are found 
in Romans 4:5! 

2 Corinthians 3 is the divine commen- 
tary on Exodus 34. Both chapters 
should be read in their entirety. 

Ezra G. Roth said The Great Stone 
Face by Hawthorne made a vital im- 
pression upon him as a lad. In this 
famous story, the author pictures for us 
a majestic face, formed on the perpendic- 
ular side of a mountain by a peculiar 
arrangement of huge rocks. People of 
that community considered the face a 
prophecy of a noble man that was to 
come. 

He read how a thoughtful boy by the 
name of Ernest studied the face atten- 
tively, and longingly awaited the time 
when the great man was to arrive. He 
idealized the man prophesied by that 
face, until unconsciously he took upon 
himself its likeness, and others rec- 
ognized in him the majestic man whose 
image was shown in the rock. 

Are we so looking upon the glory of 
the Lord that we are being changed into 
His image and reflecting Him to others? 


Wawona, CALIF. 
w 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


BOUT thirty-five hundred years 

ago, a unique group of people were 
encamped in the wilderness between 
the Gulf of Suez and the Gulf of 
Arabia. There were more than six hun- 
dred thousand men _ there, besides 
women and children. Above their camp 
towered Mt. Sinai. These people had 
journeyed for three months on -foot, 
since they had left Egypt and started 
for the land of Canaan (today divided 
between Israel and Jordan). They had 
been slaves in the land of Egypt, but 
God through a succession of miracles 
had delivered them from _ slavery. 
These people had enough faith in the 
God of their fathers to set out for the 
land He had promised to their ancestor 
Abraham. God had now revealed Him- 
self by Moses, first deliveting them from 
Egypt, then providing for all their 
journeying needs. 

While this unique people, the Israel- 
ites, were camped at the foot of Mt. 
Sinai, God called from the mountaintop 
to their leader Moses, and gave him 
laws for them. They were terrified 
when the mountain smoked and shook, 
and a strange trumpet blast sounded 
louder and louder. After the people 
said, “All that the Lord hath spoken 
we will do” (Exod. 19:8), God called 
Moses to come up the mountain. Moses 
obeyed, and God gave him two stone 
tablets on which the Ten Command- 
ments were written with His own 
finger. God also gave Moses directions 
for making a tent-church, where He 
could meet and dwell among the Is- 
raelites. 

After Moses was gone for many days, 
the people were sure that he would 
never come back. They said to Aaron, 
his brother, “Make us gods to lead us, 
because we don’t know what has be- 
come of Moses” (see 32:1). 

Aaron melted the gold that they gave 
him and made it into the shape of a 
calf, such as they had seen worshiped in 
Egypt. When the golden calf was set 
up, the people worshiped it with singing, 
dancing, and feasting. The Israelites 
were disobeying the first two Com- 
mandments. God saw it, and told Moses 
to go down the mountain for the people 
were corrupting themselves. 

Moses came down with the stone tab- 
lets in his hand. When he saw what the 
people were doing he smashed the two 
tablets, showing them that they had al- 
ready broken God’s holy Law. Next 
Moses smashed the golden calf and 
ground it to powder. Then he begged 
God to forgive the people. 

Now read Exodus 34:1-8. The Lord 
Himself wrote the Ten Commandments 
a second time with His own finger, and 
gave them to Moses for Israel. 
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The first part of today’s lesson told of 
the giving of the Law and the breaking 
of it. The history of Israel shows that 
they broke God’s laws continually. 

Read Matthew 5:17-20. Only the holy 
Son of God kept the Law of God per- 
fectly. He set an example of holy living 
such as this world had never seen, and 
commanded a higher standard of right- 
eousness than even the Law demanded! 
If that were all He had done, we would 
have perished in our sins. But He died 
to redeem us from sin, and from the 
curse of the Law. He rose from the 
dead, and ascended into Heaven to in- 
tercede for us. 

Now let us learn No. 1 on our Scrip- 
ture Catechism card for this quarter, 
“The Christian and the Law.” Ques- 
tion: “By whom was the law given?” 
Answer: “The law was given by Moses, 
but grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ” (John 1:17). Grace brought us 
salvation! 

An infidel doctor was once talking 
with a Christian. He said to him, “I’m 
surprised that an intelligent man like 
yourself should believe the Bible!” The 
Christian replied, “Doctor, suppose that 
years ago someone had told you of a 
remedy for some fatal disease. Suppose 
that you had had that disease yourself 
and this remedy had cured you. Suppose 
that you had since prescribed it for 
every patient afflicted with that disease, 
and all without exception were cured. 
What would you say of a man with the 
same disease, who refused to try your 
prescription?” | 

“I would say that he was a fool,” said 
the doctor. 

The Christian answered, “Twenty-five 
years ago I tried the power of God’s 
grace. It made a different man of me. 
Ever since, I have told others of His sal- 
vation. Whenever it has been accepted, 
it has never failed. It has made proud 
men humble, drunken men sober, dis- 
honest men true, harsh men kind.” 

“T see what you mean,” said the doc- 
tor. “I have been a fool.” 

He was saved and became a Christian 
worker. 

The grace and truth that came by 
Jesus Christ causes the righteousness of 
the Law to be fulfilled in believers. 





Note to Teachers: The Scripture Catechism 
cards on “The Christian and the Law” may be 
ordered for 25 cents a dozen from Bible and Gift 
Shop, 146 2nd Ave., Wisconsin Rapids, Wis. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Bules for submitting illustrations for this 
Sepa: ent oz had upon request from 
the Editors, e Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
A list of the lessons for the year 1962 
a * be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
ozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


The Searchlight of the Law.—Think 
not that I am come to destroy the law, 
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or the prophets: I am not come to de- 
stroy, but to fulfil (Matt. 5:17, Golden 


Text). If I present myself with mussed 
clothing before a mirror, it shows me 
the mussed clothing, but it does not set 
it right. If I measure a crooked wall 
with a perfect plumb line, it reveals the 
crookedness, but it does not remove it. 
If I carry a light on a dark night, it re- 
veals all the hindrances and disagree- 
ables in the way, but it does not remove 
them. Moreover the mirror, the plumb 
line, and the lamp do not create the 
evils which they severally point out; 
they neither create nor remove, but 
simply reveal. Thus it is with the Law; 
it does not create evil in man’s heart, 
neither does it remove it; but with un- 
erring accuracy it reveals it. 
My seule 4 Sinai’s awful sound, 
soul in bonds of guilt I found, 
yer knew not where to go. 
Eternal truth did loud proclaim, 


“The sinner must be born again, 
Or sink in endless woe.” 


But while I thus in anguish lay, 
Jesus of Nazareth passed that way, 
And felt His pity move. 
The sinner, by s justice slain, 
Now by His grace is born again, 
And sings redeeming love. 
—From Choice Gleanings Calendar. 


Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


The World’s Best Laws.—And the 
Lord said ...I will write upon these 
tables the words that were in the first 
tables, which thou brakest (Exod. 34: 
1). All true laws are spiritual at the 
core; they proceed from the infinite 
Creetor. The same may be said of the 
great moral laws that we have in the 
Bible. There was a professor of law 
in the largest university in America, 
who called one day upon the writer, 
and said, “I do not believe in the in- 
spiration of the Bible, but I have been 
making a study of the Mosaic laws, and 
I am sure that they excel any code 
ever produced before or since.” To this 
it was replied, “It seems to me that he 
who could make a code of laws supe- 
rior, aS you say, to any that went before 
or any which have come after, must 
have been Divinely inspired.” He was 
silent for a moment, and then frankly 
said, “You have answered me well.”— 
From Edward C. Porter in Moody 
Morthly. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue 
Springs, Nebr. 


Before the Day’s Work Crowds In. 
—And be ready in the morning, and 
come up in the morning unto mount 
Sinai, and present thyself there to me 
in the top of the mount (Exod. 34:2). 
An old Scotsman, known for his godly 
life and radiant face, was asked how he 
came to be such a Christian. The old 
saint loved his Lord too much to ever 
have any lofty thoughts about himself. 
He replied to the query by saying, “I 
didna ken I was ‘such a Christian,’ but if 
it helps you to know how the Lord has 
brought me along, I'll tell you. The 
godly man who led me to Christ said 
something that has stayed with me ever 
sinee: ‘Andy, my man, get up early in 
the morn, make it a rule, and stick to 
it. Read the Word, and talk to the 
Lord afore the day’s work crowds in on 
you.’ The Lord gave me grace to keep 


that rule, tho there was plenty, both of 
folk and things to try and make me 
change.”—From a tract. Sent by Mrs. 
J. Shields, Toronto, Ont., Can. 


The Price Was Too High.—Keeping 
mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity 
and transgression and sin, and that will 
by no means clear the guilty (Exod. 
34:7). A workman had trouble with 
his eyes, and his doctor told him two 
cataracts were growing over them, and 
that his only hope of recovery was to go 
to Dr. Blank, and go at once, but to 
take plenty of money, for the fee would 
be high. This man had twenty pounds 
in the bank, saved for a rainy day. He 
drew it out and went to see the special- 
ist. After examining his eyes, the latter 
said, “I am not sure that you can pay 
the fee. I never accept less than 100 
guineas.” “Then I must go blind and 
remain so, for I have only twenty 
pounds,” said the man. But the great 
doctor replied, “You cannot come up 
to my terms and I cannot come down to 
yours, but there is another way open to 
us—I can perform the operation gratis, 
and that is what I am willing to do.” 
So fallen man cannot come up to the 
conditions laid down for him in the 
Divine law, and God could not in. His 
righteousness and holiness set aside the 


‘Law and accept the best that man could 


give. There was another way open— 
God found a way through the Lord 
Jesus Christ to pay the penalty of man’s 
sin and give him the free gift of salva- 
tion through faith in His Son—From 
the Moody Monthly. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. Prize il- 
lustration. 


Luther’s Starry Heavens.—For verily 
I say unto you, Till heaven and earth 
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no 
wise pass from the law, till all be ful- 
filled (Matt. 5:18). In a day when all 
looked as dark as could be, Martin 
Luther wrote to the prime minister in 
Germany: “I have lately seen a mir- 
acle. I looked out of the window at 
the stars in God’s whole heavenly dome. 
I nowhere saw any pillars where the 
Master had placed such a dome. But 
the heavens fell not. The dome still 
stands fast. There are some who seek 
such pillars and would like very much 
to feel and grasp them; because they 
cannot do it, they tremble and writhe as 
if the heavens would certainly fall for 
no other reason than that they cannot 
seize pillars. I would sooner expect to 
see the heavens fall than to see one jot 
or tittle of all the Word of God fail.”— 
From Choice Gleanings Calendar. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


A Wistful Babe Ruth—Whosoever 
shall do and teach them, the same shall 
be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven (Matt. 5:19). The following tes- 
timony to the useful life of an old min- 
ister was given by Babe Ruth, the 
famous baseball player: “Most of the 
people who have really counted in my 
life were not really famous. Nobody 
ever heard of them, except those who 
knew and loved them. I knew an old 
minister once. His hair was white, his 
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face shone. I have written my name on 
thousands and thousands of baseballs in 
my life. The old minister wrote his 
name on just a few simple hearts. How 
I envy him! He was not trying to 
please his own immortal soul. So fame 
never came to him. I am listed as a 
famous home-runner—yet beside that 
obscure minister, who was so good and 
so wise, I never got to first base.”— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


What Exceeds Doing Right?—Except 
your righteousness shall exceed the 
righteousness of the scribes and Phari- 
sees, ye shall in no case enter into the 
kingdom of heaven (Matt. 5:20). The 
characteristic of a disciple is not that he 
does good things, but that he is good 
in motive because he has been made 
good by the supernatural grace of God. 
The only thing that exceeds right- 
doing is right-being. Jesus Christ came 
to put into any man who would let Him 
a new heredity which would exceed the 
righteousness of the scribes and Phari- 
sees. Jesus says—If you are My dis- 
ciple you must be right not only in your 
living, but in your motives, in your 
dreams, in the recesses of your mind. 
You must be so pure in your motives 
that God Almighty can see nothing to 
censure. Who can stand in the Eternal 
Light of God and have nothing for God 
to censure? Only the Son of God, and 
Jesus Christ claims that by His redemp- 
tion He can put into any man His own 
disposition, and make him as unsullied 
and as simple as a child. No man can 
make himself pure by obeying laws. 
The great marvel of Jesus Christ’s sal- 
vation is that He alters heredity. He 
does not alter human nature; He alters 
its mainspring—From My Utmost for 
His Highest, by Oswald Chambers. Sent 
by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Why We Have Laws 

(Exod. 34:1-4, 29) 
O YOU have rules at school? Why? 
(In discussion lead the pupils to 
see what confusion and disadvantage 
there would be if everyone did just as 
he wished. Suppose everyone talked 
at once, or even whispered.) Do you 
have home rules about work and play 
and conduct? Do our town and state 
and nation have rules? People must 
have rules to live together happily and 
get things done. Which boys and girls 
are happier and enjoy school and home 
more: those who break the rules or those 
who keep them? The Bible says, “He 
that keepeth the law, happy is he” 

(Prov. 29:18, Memory Verse). 
God, who knows everything, knew 
what rules would help people be the 
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happiest and get along well together. 
He gave us ten big over-all rules, called 
the Ten Commandments. Do you know 
where and when and to whom God first 
gave the Ten Commandments? (Show 
pictures or flannelgraph scenes of Moses 
receiving the Ten Commandments, and 
of the golden calf. Center the story 
from Exodus 32 and 34 around them, 
and include Moses’ intercession for the 
people who sinned and his offer to give 
himself to pay the penalty for their sin. 
Locate Sinai on a map, show a picture 
of it if possible, and read Exodus 19: 16- 
18; 20:18. On the blackboard or on a 
chart make a time ladder from the 
present back to Abraham, using eight 
500-year intervals. Begin at the bot- 
tom, A.D. 2000, and write just above it: 
1962—us. Just above the A.D. 1500 line 
add: 1492—Columbus. Put Christ on 
the B.C.-A.D. line; Esther on the 500 B.C. 
line; David on the 1000 B.C. line; Moses 
on the 1500 B.C. line; and Abraham on 
the 2000 B.C. line. Let the pupils figure 
out how long.ago the Commandments 
were given.) In all these hundreds and 
thousands of years since, no one has 
thought of better rules for living! 

These rules are so important we should 
all know them. Do you know where 
to find them in your Bible? (Locate 
Exod. 20 and read vv. 1-3; then Deut. 
5 and read vv. 1, 4, 6, 7.) Next Sunday 
we shall study what ‘that first rule 
means and how to obey it. What are 
some of the other Commandments? 
Suppose we take up a different one each 
Sunday this quarter. As we learn these 
Commandments, you can each make 
your own copy of them, not on real 
stones like Moses—what would you 
need to do that?—but on paper that 
looks like stone. (Give each pupil two 
sheets of gray construction paper to 
represent the tables of the Law. The 
corners may be rounded off and identi- 
fying initials put on each. Each 
Sunday, when the Commandment is ac- 
curately memorized, the pupil may copy 
the verse on his paper tablet.) 

Find these verses that tell you 
whether it pays to keep God’s rules 
(Prov. 29:18b, Memory Verse; Psa. 1:1- 
3; 119:165). Because you have not kept 
all these rules perfectly, you have got- 
ten into trouble sometimes here on 
earth. And you could not go to 
Heaven if the Lord Jesus, the Son of 
God, had not come to pay the penalty 
for you, as Moses offered to do for his 
people. The Lord Jesus kept the rules 
perfectly, and He will help each of you 
if you ask Him. Why do you need to 
learn these rules? (Psa. 119:11.) What 
are the rules like in helping you find 
the best way? (v. 105.) Here is the 
Lord’s advice (John 13:17). James 
says—(see Jas. 1:22, 25). Almost the 
last thing that the Bible tells us is the 
reward for keeping God’s command- 
ments (Rev. 22:14). 


CHARLESTON, MAINE. 
p 


Many men owe the grandeur of their 
lives to their tremendous difficulties.— 
C. H. Spurgeon. 








Teacher, Involve Your Pupil 
(Continued from page 1015) 


3. What did Jesus do for this man? 

4. At what expense was the miracle 
performed? 

You will also want to use a second 
kind of question: _What does it mean? 
This is interpreting the facts. In the 
above story, you might ask a combi- 
nation question like this: 

1. Who were the personalities in- 
volved in the story? (This is a fact 
question.) Answer: the man, the de- 
mon, the herdsmen, the townspeople, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2. What was the reaction of each of 
these to Jesus? Why did they react as 
they did? (This is an interpretation 
question.) 

The third kind of question, What 
does it mean to me? will get your class 
into the area of personal application. 
But they cannot apply unless they are 
clear on the facts. For example, a good 
application question on these verses in 
Mark 5 might be: 

1. How does the example of the 
healed man help you .to share Jesus 
with others? 

2. Have you experienced Christ’s de- 
liverance and release? How? 

This same formula for opening up the 
passage can be used on any part of 
Scripture: What does it say? Fact; 
What does it mean? Interpret; What 
does it mean to me? Apply. Notice 
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and necessary. This is an opportunity for effec- 
tive Christian service. Pleasant atmosphere, air- 
conditioned offices. Write to Adv. “‘o. 560, The 
Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 
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these points about the questions, how- 
ever: 

1. The answer can be found in the 
passage. A student does not need ex- 
tensive Bible knowledge to answer. 

2. The questions cannot be answered 
simply by yes or no. 

3. The questions stimulate thought 
and are not so obvious as to insult the 
intelligence of class members. 

4. The questions are specific and move 
on down through the passage. 

5. Most of the questions are ques- 
tions of fact. 

Good questions are not the only key 
to an inductive group study. If you 
want your students to participate, you 
will have to appreciate them as individ- 
uals. Flexibility is a must and will help 
you to accept all contributions to the 
discussion, even if they are not the 
ones you wished. While you prepare 
the study to help them find what you 
found, they may come up with new 
things you did not see. 

Every contribution is a good one. It 
is good because the person offering it is 
involving himself in the group. This 
does not mean that all comments are 
equally true in a theological sense. It 
would curb participation sharply if the 
teacher began to say “That’s very good” 
to some contributors but was silent or 
hostile to others. “Where do you find 
that answer in the passage?” asked in a 
kindly spirit, can re-emphasize that the 
answers must be found in the verses you 
are studying. 

Perhaps John will participate freely 
during the discussion, while Bob will 
never say a word. By carefully includ- 
ing others and directing occasional ques- 
tions at Bob, they will all soon get the 
idea that you mean this to be a group 
study. Getting each of them interested 
in your class in what the Bible says will 
sharpen their observation in other areas 
of Bible reading. 
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A good teacher will be sure to sum- 
marize, quickly and deftly tying to- 
gether the major truths of the passage. 
Good summarization will emphasize the 
important points brought out, with a 
natural discard of irrelevant material. 

A few years ago I was asked to teach 
a class of elderly women. .My prior ex- 
perience in helping Sunday school class 
pupils to discover the truths of the 
passage for themselves had largely been 
with young people. Would it work with 
older women? It was strange to them 
at first, because they had been so used 


Billy's Good Measure 


to listening that most of them did not 
even keep the Bible passage open be- 
fore them. For a while it was slow go- 
ing, but I. waited, often rephrasing the 
questions to get them to participate. 
Soon these women were so interested 


in personally discovering the truth, that: 


the study just raced along. Spasmodic 
attenders became regular. New people 
joined the class as they heard that this 
was an alive group. 

Involve your pupils, and together be 
excited about God’s Word. 


BELLEVUE, MIcH. 


A true story for children 


ILLY ANDREWS was busy clean- 

ing off the snow in front of his 
home when someone called, “Oh, Billy, 
when you finish your own walk, will you 
please do mine, like a good boy?” 

Billy frowned and muttered to him- 
self, “This would have to happen, just as 
I wanted to get over fast to Harper’s 
pond to skate.” 

After Billy cleaned Miss Todd’s walk, 
he went to her back door to tell her he 
was finished, and received a handful of 
ginger cookies, and her thanks; she also 
told him she noticed how well he did 
his work. Billy was ten years old. He 
had been home from school for a few 
days with a cold, but was going back 
the next day. His mother had told him 
he could skate for an hour, after he 
cleaned the sidewalk, and Billy loved to 
skate. 

That evening he told his mother he 
wished old Miss Todd would stop ask- 
ing him to do jobs for her. “All she 
ever gives me is a few cookies,” he said. 

Mrs. Andrews did housework by the 
day to support herself and son. She was 
a fine Christian woman, and was trying 
hard to bring Billy up in the right way. 
He was usually a good, obedient boy, 
but lately he had become friendly with 
a few boys she felt were not the right 
companions for him, and she was 
worried. Tonight, however, she was too 
weary to talk much, and told Billy to 
bring the Bible from the living room. 
No matter how tired Mrs. Andrews 
was, she never neglected having wor- 
ship with Billy. 

Tonight their reading was from Luke, 
chapter six, and when she came to verse 
thirty-eight, she read it very slowly, 
“‘Give, and-it shall be given unto you; 
good measure, pressed down, and 
shaken together, and running over, shall 
men give into your bosom. For with 
the same measure that ye mete withal 
it shall be measured to you again.’ 
Now Billy,” said his mother, “what 
were you saying about Miss Todd?” 

Billy looked ashamed, as he an- 
swered, “I’m sorry, Mom, I guess I 
sounded mean, but the other fellows 
call me a softie for doing things for 
nothing; they always get paid for any- 
thing they do, and Miss Todd never 
pays me, I mean with money.” 


By SARA SHIELDS 


“Billy, I think it’s time you and I had 
a plain talk,” replied his mother, “I 
told Miss Todd she must never pay you 
for anything you do for her, and also 
Billy you should not be so concerned 
about what those boys say. You are 
the one who should be giving leadership 
to them, because you belong to Christ, 
and those boys don’t have the teaching 
from God’s Word that you have been 
privileged to have. 

“There’s something else I want you to 
think about—if it hadn’t been for Miss 
Todd, fine Christian lady that she is, 
you and I would not have this little 
house. Miss Todd knows the struggle 
I’ve had since your father died, and 
several times when I couldn’t meet the 
payments on our home, she loaned me 
the money. So now Billy it’s bedtime 
for me tonight. This has been a hard 
day. But please think over what I’ve 
told you.” 

Billy Andrews looked at his mother, 
he noted how white her face was, and 
he said in a shamed voice, “I’m sorry 
your are so tired, Mother, and thank you 
for telling me about Miss Todd. You 
go to bed now. I'll do the dishes, and 
set the table for breakfast, I want to 
think about the ‘good measure,’ Jesus 
told us about. I do belong to Him. But 
I’m not sure if the other fellows have 
even noticed that I’m any different from 
them. But I’m going to ask God to 
show them, only I can’t preach to them; 
I’ll have to show by my actions, won’t 
ry” * 

Mrs. Andrews put her hand on Billy’s 
head, and said to him, “This is the way 
I want my son to feel, Billy boy, I have 
been worried lest those boys you play 
with so much take you the wrong way. 
I believe God will use you to show 
them the right way, but remember He 
only does that, as we keep in His way.” 
’ It snowed hard, that night, and the 
next morning Mrs. Andrews awoke to 
hear someone cleaning the walk. She 
smiled as she looked out the window, 
for Billy had already cleaned their walk 
and was busy at Miss Todd’s. And 
when she went into the kitchen, she 
found the boy had breakfast almost 
ready. Billy had begun to give “good 
measure.” 

SCARBOROUGH, ONT., CAN. 
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Scripture Art Calendars for 1962 


HE attractive and helpful Scripture 
Art Calendars for 1962 are now 
ready. The special features of these 
calendars make them desirable not 
only for use in the home but also for the 
Sunday school and_ church. Daily 
Scripture readings that follow the selec- 
tions of the American Bible Society 
encourage regular Bible reading. De- 
votional readings for each week, Bible 
verses for each day of the year, and 
memory selections help one to increase 
his familiarity with the whole Word 
of God. Titles and Scripture references 
are given each week for the Interna- 
tional Uniform Lessons. 

The calendars measure 16” x 10” and 
have a ten-inch metal binding at the 
top, with a cord for hanging. Moder- 
ately priced at 35 cents each; 3 for $1; 
12 for $3.50; 25 for $7; 50 for $12; 100 
for $22; they may be had by sending 
your name and address, along with your 
order, to: The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 
5. Just ask for the 1962 Scripture Art 
Calendar. 

ve 


The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1962 


HE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Les- 

son List of the International Uniform 
Lessons for 1962 is now available. Many 
superintendents and teachers have dis- 
covered that a copy of this lesson list 
in the hands of each pupil can be a 
real incentive toward lesson prepara- 
tion at home. It is prepared in a size 
convenient to carry in the pocket or in 
the pocketbook and, when used in the 
regular Sunday school sessions instead 
of lesson leaflets, it may stimulate the 
use of the Bible itself. 

The 1962 Lesson List shows all the les- 
sons for the year in chronological 
order. Over-all lesson titles are given, 
as well as the Scripture references and 
Golden Texts and devotional readings. 
Specific topics for the various Sunday 
school departments are shown. 

If you order a supply now, you will 
insure having your lists ready. when- 
ever you have need for them. They 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, $2 a 
dozen, or $16 a hundred, from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5. 





Young People Today 


The Editors regret that because 
of the passing of Mr. John W. 
Lane, Jr., it is not possible to pub- 
lish this week a column for the 
young people’s meeting based on 
the International Christian En- 
deavor topic. The Editors are 
studying the. whole area of how 
best to provide Biblical help and 
counsel for young people and for 
leaders of youth groups. The 
Young People Today column will 
be suspended until future plans 
are finalized. 
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YOU MAY HAVE A COPY OF THIS BOOK 


without money cost 


for only THREE NEW 22-wéeks subscriptions to the TIMES 


for $5.00. 


HALLEY'S BIBLE 





HANDBOOK 


THIS BOOK IS: 


An Abbreviated Bible Commentary, with 
Notes on Each of the Bible Books, and 
their Historical, Geographical and Chron- 
ological Backgrounds, with 75 Illustra- 
tive Maps; and 


Amazing Archaeological Discoveries, 
Confirming or Illustrating Bible History, 
with 78 Authentic Photographic Repro- 
ductions: and 


Related Historical Data from the Annals 
of Babylon, Egypt, Assyria, Persia, 
Greece, and Rome, touching the Bible 
Story; and 


How We Got the Bible, Formation of the 
Old and New Testaments, Apocryphal 
Books, Manuscripts, and Early Christian 
Writings: and 


An Epitome of Church History, Connect- 
ing Bible Times with Our Own: Early 
Church Fathers, Persecutions, Rise of the 
Papacy, the Popes, Luther, and the Ref- 
ormation. 


And contains Select Bible Verses 





Teachers, students, pastors, and other Christian workers will find Halley's 
Bible Handbook a valuable assistant when preparing lessons, sermons, 


etc. 


HOW YOU CAN GET THIS BOOK 


THE SUNDAY: SCHOOL TIMES will give one copy of this book which 
sells regularly for $3.75 for every THREE NEW 22-weeks subscriptions 
to the TIMES at 3 for $5.00 (Canada, $5.35 U.S.A. dollars). 


A post card mentioning this offer will bring you some sample copies 
of the TIMES, an order blank, and circulars. 


When you have obtained the NEW subscriptions, send the names and 
addresses (with zone numbers) with a remittance of $5.00 for every 
three 22-weeks subscriptions (Canada, $5.35). Upon receipt, the names 
go on our mailing list and your copy (or copies) of this book will be sent 
to you immediately, on the basis of one book for every three subscrip- 
tions. Send all subscriptions at one time and mention this offer. 
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TIMES BOOK REVIEWS 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








Trumpets in the Morning. By Lon 
Woodrum. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50.) The au- 
thor introduces his leading characters 
in the first chapter of this excellent 
Christian novel. They are: the Rev. 
Paul Jenner—young, handsome, devout 
—the pastor of Christ Church in Sheola, 
Okla.; Ann, his beautiful and faithful 
wife whom he loved more than all the 
world; little five-year-old Randy, their 
adorable child and the joy of their 
lives; Nonna, Paul’s saintly mother; 
Carla, a lovely Christian girl, the 
church secretary who ' stands true 
through every emergency; Mrs. March, 
Ann’s mother—described by one who 
knew her well as a “genuine snob,” and 
so she proved to be—and worse— 
throughout the entire tale. In the sec- 
ond chapter Paul’s brother Matt comes 
upon the scene with an obsession of 
bitter hatred toward Cal Young, a truly 
godly leader in Paul’s church. 

The plot moves along logically, 
quickly, and in such a natural manner 
that the reader feels that he knows 
each character as a real person. The 
way in which Paul pastors his church 
and nurtures his flock, especially by 
means of his visitation program, might 
well be an incentive to leaders in Chris- 
tian work. 

And when days really get dark for 
this young soldier of the Cross, God is 
with him to bring him through to a 
glorious victory. It is a story without 
an “age level,” one that will be difficult 
to lay aside until it is finished. 


See the Panama Canal 
(Continued from page 1010) 


the capital will be visited. Luncheon 
will be served at the magnificent Hotel 
El Panama, to the accompaniment of 
native music. In the afternoon excur- 
sion automobiles will be provided for 
shopping and other activities until the 
departure of the special train from 
Balboa Station. 

The cruise will start from New York 
January 23 and will return to New 
York February 7. Thus fifteen days 
of cruising in the colorful, warm, clear, 
and sunny Caribbean with stops at five 
other ports of call will give to those 
who are privileged to go on the cruise 
an unforgettable experience. 

Other ports to be visited are Pointe- 
a-Pitre in Guadeloupe; Kingstown in 
St. Vincent; Curacao; Kingston in Ja- 
maica; and Port-au-Prince in Haiti. 

Always a blessing to tour members 
are the devotional meetings held each 
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morning while at sea, when Mr. Jaeger, 
a director of the Tuwes, conducts Bible 
studies.. Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger will ac- 
company the cruise throughout. A 
card addressed to him at The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5, Pa., will bring you 
a colorful folder giving all details and 
costs. 


——___— 
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ny Bible Readings on the International 
essons, issued the International 
Sunday School sson Committers. 


January 1 to 7 


Mon.—Exodus 20:1-7. 
Rules for a New Year. 


Here we find the first three of the 
Ten Commandments. “The first and 
fifth begin and end the five with 
honour to God, and to our parents 
whom He honours” (The Companion 
Bible). Notice how often “thou shalt 
not” occurs. It is popular today to say 
that we ought not to tell children or 
others what they must not do, but 
rather tell them something positive so 
they will be encouraged. But that is 
not Scriptural, for there are innumer- 
able prohibitions in the Bible, and 
there are a great many things that 
children must be told not to do. The 
first three Commandments are against 
idolatry and swearing. The third (v. 
7) is the only one with a threat. 


Tues.—Psalm 19:7-14. 
The Law’s Blessing. 


This Psalm divides nicely into three 
parts: (1) God’s world, 1-6; (2) God’s 
Word, 7-11; (3) God’s work, 12-14. In 
today’s section four things are said 
about what the Law, or the Word, does. 
The fear of God has a cleansing effect 
on us; it is “the beginning of wisdom” 
(Psa. 111:10); and it leads us to “hate 
evil” (Prov. 8:13).. The better you get 
to know the Bible the more you will 
love it and learn the truth of Psalm 
19:10. To search our own hearts with 
the light of reason alone is like going 
into a dusty, cluttered, rat-infested cel- 
lar with only a small oil lantern. ‘But 
to study them in the white light of the 
Bible is like letting into a dark cellar 
a fiood of sunshine, which exposes 
everything. Verse 14 would be a good 
prayer with which to start every day. 


Wed.—Deuteronomy 8:11-20. 
Lest Men Forget. 


Prosperity is as dangerous for the 
Christian as adversity, sometimes more 
so. “Trials make the promise sweet, 
trials give new life to prayer.” We are 
sure to forget God’s commandments un- 
less we keep reading them continually, 
for there is so much in His Book that it 
takes a lifetime to get to know it 
thoroughly. Verses 12 to 17 in this pas- 
sage draw a good picture of prosperity, 


December 23, 1961 (Lesson for January 7) 


pride, and forgetfulness of God, a con-— 
dition that is terribly common in our 


country today.. How little place the 
people give to God on His day, and how 
readily they praise “self-made men”! 
Verses 19 and 20 throw much light on 
worldly conditions today. 


Thurs.—Matthew 5:17-20. 
The Law Fulfilled. 


Here we see again the unity of Old 
and New Testaments, and that God’s 
grace, so manifest in this present age, 
does not allow us to sin and do as we 
please. The moral law is still in force. 
The Hebrew letter yod was the smallest 
in the Hebrew alphabet, and a “tittle” 
was a small stroke placed over certain 
letters in the Hebrew text. The fact that 
even these would last as long as Heaven 
and earth shows what care God takes of 
His Word. The way to have our right- 
eousness exceed that of scribes and 
Pharisees is to trust in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, “who of God is made unto us 
wisdom, and righteousness, and sancti- 
fication, and redemption” (1 Cor. 1:30). 


Fri.—Galatians 3:23-29. 
Purpose of the Law. 
“Our schoolmaster” refers to the Ro- 
man custom of having private tutors in 
the home for children. The Law shows 
us that we are sinners and teaches us 
that, if we are ever to see Heaven, we 


must come to God through Christ, who — 


is “the way, the truth, and the life” 
(John 14:6). 


to overcome temptation. “All one in 
Christ Jesus” is the motto that flies 
over the large tent where the Conven- 
tion meetings are held each summer at 
Keswick, England. 


Sat.—Matthew 5:38-48. 


Jesus Interprets the ‘Law. 
Gentleness, moderation, and the avoid- © 


ance of strife wherever possible should 
mark the man who has been saved 
by grace. “Give to him that asketh 


thee” does not necessarily mean to 


give to everyone at all times who asks 


for something; for we are to be like | 


God, and He does not send rain and sun 
on people every time they ask for it. 
He does this according to His wisdom, 
and we need His guidance in deciding 
what and when to give to others. To 


be perfect here means to be rightly ad- © 


justed to God’s will, as an arm that was 
dislocated is put back into place. 


Sun.—1 John 4:7-12. A New Law. 
Fourteen times in six verses some 


-form of the verb “love” is found, show- 


ing how important it is for the Chris- 
tian. You will not like every other 
Christian personally, for even Christ 
had a few special friends; but you can 
love them in the spiritual sense for 
Christ’s sake since God loves them. As 
we think of His love for us, and remem- 
ber what sinners we are, it becomes 
easier to love others. It is both hum- 
bling and encouraging to know that 
God loved us before we loved Him. 
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This makes us children — 
of God, and then we enter into the only — 
true liberty. Our sins are forgiven and © 
we are given power, through the Spirit, 












